





About this book 


r centuries people have been seeing strange lights and shapes in the 
t. and weird creatures walking the Earth, but in recent years there seem 
have been more of the ‘objects' than ever. Researchers have tried to 
d out more about them, but while many have been explained there still 
kain a few which defy identification. 

H about UFO’s investigates UFO case stories. It tells you w hat is 
own of the flying saucer mystery and suggests some possible solutions 
a Where do UFO’s come from? Are they spaceships guided by 
Mures from other worlds? Are they figments of people’s imaginations? 
bn can find answers to some of these questions in this book and learn 
m to make your own UFO model; how to fake a UFO photograph; and 
eta how to go hunting for real UFO’s. 
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THE STORY OF UFOS 

What is a UFO? 


History is lull of stories of strange 
apparitions in the sky. But it was 
only after World War 2 that these 
sightings first attracted serious 
attention. 

It all began on June 24, 1947. 
Kenneth Arnold reported seeing a 
formation of gleaming discs flying 
over the Rocky Mountains in 
North-West America. He described 
them as “skipping like saucers 
across water”, and the name flying 
saucer quickly captured the public 
imagination. An official 
investigation adopted 
the more cautious name of 
Unidentified Flying Object. All 
strange sightings in the sky are 
called UFO’s (pronounced 
You- Foes). 

Once investigated, most UFO’s 
mm out to be nothing of the kind. 
Others are given likely 
explanations. But for about one in 
five there has been no official 
explanation yet. They do not 
appear to be natural in origin - but 
they cannot be man-made either. 

For example, Arnold’s ‘saucers’ were 
travelling at nearly twice the speed 
of sound in the days before the 
breaking of the sound barrier. 

Some of these mysteries arc 
probably hallucinations or hoaxes. 
Others may be explained by future 
scientific research. Another idea is 
that UFO’s come from outer space. 







THE STORY OF UFO'S 

UFO's in history 


Did UFO’s visit the Earth 
thousands of years ago? 

Legends, signs and spectacular 
achievements, surviving from the 
days before history was written 
down, suggest that ancient man 
possessed knowledge which is lost 
to us. It has been suggested that 
creatures from other worlds could 
have been the teachers, the gods, 
even the ancestors of former 
civilizations. 

Here are some examples of these 
early puzzles. Many, if not all, of 
them have explanations which are 
nothing to do with UFD’s. It is the 
lack of proof either way which 
keeps their fascination alive. 




pyramid base exactly North-South 
and mark its position so you can lift it 

Keep the bacon on top of the stand in 
the pyramid. 





THE UFO FILE/1 

Target Earth 





THE UFO FILE/3 

"Scramble...UFO!" 




THE UFO FILE/4 

Encounters in space 






Odd aircraft 













MAN-MADE UFO’S 

Mistaken identity 


The majority of UFO reports are 
traced, after careful examination, to 
objects or effects already known to 
man. This is quite understandable. 
If all sightings remained 
unexplained there would be just 
too many UFO’s around to be 
convincing. It is the few that defy 
explanation which keep the experts 
thoroughly intrigued. 

This page is a guide to some of 
the most common UFO 
illusions. You can use it to check 
any UFO’s you might see. If your 
sighting fits none of these 
explanations it could be worth 
investigating further. 












ALIEN ASTRONAUTS 

UFOnauts 





Even stranger 
creatures 

Biologists believe life-forms 
planets could be very difTerei 
life on Earth. Man breathes a 
of nitrogen and oxygen. But I 
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A dictionary of UFOlogy 
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USBORNE WORLD OF THE UNKNOWN 



The World of the Unknown series explores Hie 
frontiers between belief and fact. 


Monsters delves into mysteries such as whether 
the Loch Ness monster exists and tells stories of 
dragons and monsters from around the world. 
It also looks at some of the most frightening 
creaHons of myth and legend. 

Ghosts investigates the earliest reports of ghosts 
as well as modem theories and research on the 
subject. Beliefs about the spirit world and 
possible explanations for ghosts are included 
along with mysHfying ghostly experiences. 

In UFOs, the weird world of flying saucers is 
explored in detail. Alien astronauts, theories 
about where they are from and how they travel 
are all discussed. You will see how some people 
have faked evidence of UFOs and even find out 
how to hunt them yourself. 

TiUes in this series include: 

Monsters, Ghosts and UFOs. 

This book has a new cover design. 

Its contents remain the same. 
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